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answering questions from guests and we have a lot of
people that come to see the bonsai display, this is our 4th
year at the Flower Fields and they do expect us to be
there. So we need help both on Saturday and Sunday and
then, there is take the take down, which does go faster
than set up. Our show security will again be provided by
the Vess Boys. This is such a relief for everyone to know
our trees are safe. We really appreciate you all for
doing this for our members, thank you guys.

President’s Message
We had another really great meeting, 20 members took
part in repotting our little junipers. We are getting the
trees ready for our Mother’s day show at the Carlsbad
Flower Fields. Not only did we get them ready but we
all learned the proper way to tie your tree into a pot. A
big thank you goes to Bob for taking such good care of
the trees until they are sold and to John for all the
wonderful soil we used that night. Our members worked
very hard on the trees and learned a lot at the same time
and it looked like everyone was having so much fun. We
started out with 30 little juniper from House of Bonsai
and many members just fell in love with the tree they
worked on, so they bought them and now we have 19
trees left to sell at the show.
I want to take this time to give a very special THANK
YOU and HUG to everyone in the club, your kindness
and generosity made me speechless and showed me what
very special members we have in San Pu Kai. Thank you
all from the bottom of my heart, it really meant so much
to me and Steve

Program for April:
We will go over display, stands, accent plants and your
bonsai tree. This is the time to get your tree ready for the
show. So please bring in your list of questions, your
trees if you would like, or need help getting them ready
for the show. There are some great tips on finishing your
trees for the show. I will have signup sheets to work at
the show. Our show is a 2 day show, but on Friday we
do start to do the set up. Saturday early we bring in the
trees and set them up, cars must be out by 9am. We need
help with the plant sale table, watching the trees and

Treats for April will be from the Vess’s and a big thank
you to Charles for bring us wonderful treats even when
he was under the weather and could not stay that
evening.
I will be sharing some photos of Martha Choy who is
on a 4 month internship in Nagoya Japan, so we will be
following her and sharing in her experience. She is
coming to our club when she returns to give a talk and
photos of her studies in Japan.
Just a note: we do not give out member’s phone
numbers or address even to other club members, but you
can ask them for their information at a club meeting or I
can have them call you. It is a privacy thing. Also we do
have several members in our club that are in the
horticulture business and have degrees in horticulture
John Voss, Joe DuPont and Steve Valentine and
several members who have been doing bonsai for well,
ever it seems. I know these members are very willing to
share with you their knowledge of bonsai and
horticulture. You also can bring in your trees that you
have questions about or need help with, we will always
make time in the meeting, and it may help others learn at
the same time. No question is a silly question we all
have question in the beginning, and at any time during
our bonsai learning, you never stop learning, and bonsai
is no different. The hardest thing to learn in bonsai is
time, give your trees the time they need, do not rush a
tree. Patience, grasshopper.

Cary Sullivan-Valentine,
President
caryme2@yahoo.com
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Remember---- For every action there is an equal and
opposite criticism.
Doesn’t this seem to apply to bonsai? The best way to
escape your problem is to solve it.

BONSAI IDEAS
April 2013
A good potting mix may include a small amount of bone
meal and Ironite to encourage development of new fine
rootage. There is a difference of opinion as to the value
of including cottonseed meal at this time, however we
believe that this fertilizer is better applied a month or so
later since early feeding can be harmful to new growth.
Cottonseed meal is a slow starter before it adds any
nutrient benefit to the plant.
Repotted plants may be fed as soon as signs of new
growth are apparent. A suggested mix is 75% cottonseed
meal / 25% bone meal.
Newly potted trees should be shaded from direct sun
until new growth begins. By moving trees into sunny
areas, it will stimulate the growth of foliage. Newly
potted trees should first be allowed to develop new fine
rootage that can then support new foliage. When new
growth is evident, it’s time to begin light fertilization.
Full sun encourages smaller leaves and shorter
internodes.

This article has been extracted from the recently published
book called ‘Bonsai Ideas’© By Marty Mann. Material is not
to be copied without publisher or author’s permission.

San Pu Kai is on FACEBOOK – link is
http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/San-Pu-Kai-BonsaiClub/184125964939396
San Pu Kai WEBPAGE is http://www.sanpukai.org/

Officers
President – Cary Sullivan-Valentine
760-445-2548 Caryme2@yahoo.com
Vice-President – Bob Knox
760-727-7317
robertk44@cox.net
Secretary – Sandra Knowles
760-753-9493
b.knowles@sbcglobal.net
Treasurer/Membership – Maria Barbosa
619-606-6523
bonsaigarden@earthlink.net

Early bloomers such as Forsythia, Sasanqua Camellias
and Quince develop during early spring months. After
flowers have faded, trees are pruned to restore shape,
allow new growth and bud setting.
Azaleas are bare rooted and repotted in March. Be sure
to comb out as much of the old soil or growing medium
peat without destroying the fine root system. Incorporate
as much new coarse azalea soil mix as you can when
repotting to develop strong healthy new roots and
improve acidity.
Finally, prepare selected trees for display at the many
spring bonsai shows held throughout the state. Select
your best tree(s)--be critical of their appearance. Show
trees should be free of any infections and should not
show signs of ill health. Pots should be clean. Plants
surface must be cleared of trash and very heavy layers of
moss. Spring is usually the time when most trees look
their very best.

Members repotting trees for the annual sale
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During our "rest" break at the Pavilion, we often spend a
little time with an informal meeting to update everyone
on the changes, chores, plans, procedures, and/or have a
mini demonstration on grafting, layering, or
transplanting. It's also the time to enjoy the delicious
refreshments that the volunteers share with everyone.
Thanks especially this month to Mary Ann, John, Tina,
Maria, Cathy, Dan, Sonja, and 'lyn for providing the
special treats. We all enjoyed having this time under our
new shade awning also!

SDBC BONSAI PAVILION
AT THE SAFARI PARK
Our list of volunteers for March is gratifying. Many
thanks to Neil Auwarter, Susan Baker, Ken Bross,
Cathy & Mark Edgar, Allan Edwin, Maria & Tina
Flores, Barbara French-Lee, Bill Graham, Sonja
Holmquist, Curator John Jackson, Jim Kirchmer, Lin
Koelmel, Patrick O'Brien, Sally Prestele, Harlan & Mary
Ann Price, Dan Sola, 'lyn Stevenson, Charlie Tamm,
Dennis Wagner, Mark Walters, and Dave Woodall. We
welcomed Lin Koelmel as our newest volunteer and
introduced her to some of our Saturday workday
routines.

We have been informed by Safari Park Horticultural
Dept. that the water for our waterfall, river, and ponds
will be temporarily shut off for a couple of months
while the Park is undergoing construction for the Tiger
Trail. We will continue to have our water supply for the
bonsai and the garden plants which are on another
system. This will be an appropriate time for us to clean
the ponds and cement some of the rocks along the edges
of the stream and ponds. Our normal bonsai trimming
and fertilizing along with our usual pot cleaning and
gardening will continue.

'lyn Stevenson
SDBC-SPark Liaison
858-486-4805

Curator John and the Edgars spent some extra hours
placing another new single tree display bench/table in an
area near the waterfall. Every bonsai has its own plaque
in the Pavilion and we are working on the design for the
special plaque for the donors in the Shohin exhibit area.
We are also arranging for the placement of the deer scare
aka shishi odoshi element since we had been given an
antique basin for this purpose some time ago by Ginna
and John Simpson. Patrick and Jim are also working on
a cost analysis and possible grant proposal for
improvement of the pathways throughout the Pavilion.
We have added copies of the show flyer for our April
SDBC Bonsai Show at Balboa Park to our kiosk box at
the Pavilion since visitors are interested in learning and
seeing more bonsai.
SDBC member, Shirley Kavanaugh has generously
donated three of her beautiful Shohin to the Pavilion
collection. They have been catalogued in our directory
and readied for display. Many thanks to Shirley for the
pomegranate in a round white pot, a crab apple in a
square terra cotta pot, and a yaupon holly in an
oval terra cotta pot. They will certainly enhance the
Shohin display area!

Chelle and Forrest Vess at the Safari Park
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SPECIAL NOTICE!!!!
BONSAI SALE:
April 20th 10 am - 2 pm

NO EARLY BIRDS!!

San Pu Kai Member B.J. Patterson is selling his
collection of bonsai trees & pre bonsai, bonsai for
all levels of experience.
Proudly showing the results of the class
Address: 3995 Hibiscus Circle, Carlsbad
John Voss is coordinating the sale.
Phone 760-727-2800 to contact John Voss
Several trees will not be for sale.

PLEASE DO NOT DISTRUB the Patterson family

Ken and Jeff busy on their trees
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John Voss wiring a formal upright

San Pu Kai
c/o Maria Barbosa, Membership
2727 De Anza Road, #J-26
San Diego, CA 92109

Calendar of Events

Tuesday, April 9, 2013

7 pm – 9 pm

Regular Meeting: Display techniques
Bring your show trees!
Brengle Terrace Senior Center
1400 Vale Terrace, Vista CA

Saturday, April 6 & 20, 2013

9 am - Noon

San Diego Zoo Safari Park Bonsai Pavilion
Workdays

Saturday, April 20, 2013

10 am - 2 pm

Bonsai Sale
Patterson home
3995 Hibiscus Circle, Carlsbad

Saturday & Sunday
May 11 & 12, 2013

9 am -4 pm

Annual Bonsai Show & Sale
Carlsbad Flower Fields

Tuesday, June 11, 2013

7 pm – 9 pm

Regular Meeting: Ted Matson demonstration!!
Brengle Terrace Senior Center
1400 Vale Terrace, Vista CA
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